The Philosophy Major
Philosophy majors enter diverse careers, ranging from college-level teaching to law, medicine, and business. The program strives to help students sharpen their critical abilities. The department offers four ways to major in philosophy: the standard major, the concentration in law and ethics, the concentration in ethics, and the concentration in religious studies.
Major in Religious Studies
The religious studies major is designed to introduce students to a wide variety of religious experience and expression in the world. Through this major, students are exposed to the basic features of the world's religions and the ethical systems that accompany them. They also have an opportunity to explore diverse methodological approaches to the study of religions in general. This major is designed to give students the expertise to prepare them for graduate school in religious studies or to enhance their abilities in any career that requires a liberal arts education.
Combined Majors
The analytical and critical skills gained from the study of philosophy are a valuable complement to any other area of study. So, too, is having an understanding of the history of ideas and of alternative world views and value systems. For this reason, the department offers combined majors with political science, economics, physics, international affairs, environmental studies, history, English, computer science, criminal justice, and media and screen studies. Details regarding these majors can be found on the program pages.
The combined majors in religious studies bring together knowledge of religious traditions, theology, and practice; awareness of religious experience within its social, historical, literary, and political contexts; and methods of understanding the key dimensions of religious life with other areas of study in which religion plays a large role. Current combined majors include history and religious studies, international affairs and religious studies, religious studies and African-American studies, and Jewish studies and religion. More information on these majors can be found on the program pages.
• Environmental Studies and Philosophy (http:// catalog.northeastern.edu/undergraduate/science/marineenvironmental/environmental-studies-philosophy-ba)
• History and Philosophy (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/ undergraduate/social-sciences-humanities/history/historyphilosophy-ba)
• History and Religious Studies (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/ undergraduate/social-sciences-humanities/history/history-religiousstudies-ba)
• International Affairs and Religious Studies (http:// catalog.northeastern.edu/undergraduate/social-scienceshumanities/international-affairs/religious-studies-ba)
• Jewish Studies and Religion (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/ undergraduate/social-sciences-humanities/jewish-studies/jewishstudies-religion-ba)
• Media and Screen Studies and Philosophy (http:// catalog.northeastern.edu/undergraduate/arts-media-design/ communication-studies/media-screen-studies-philosophy-ba)
• Political Science and Philosophy (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/ undergraduate/social-sciences-humanities/political-science/politicalscience-philosophy-ba)
• Religious Studies and African American-Studies (http:// catalog.northeastern.edu/undergraduate/social-scienceshumanities/philosophy-religion/religious-studies-african-americanstudies-ba)
Bachelor of Science (BS)
• Philosophy (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/undergraduate/socialsciences-humanities/philosophy-religion/philosophy-bs)
• Computer Science and Philosophy (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/ undergraduate/computer-information-science/computer-informationscience-combined-majors/computer-science-philosophy-bs)
• Criminal Justice and Philosophy (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/ undergraduate/social-sciences-humanities/criminology-criminaljustice/criminal-justice-philosophy-bs)
• Economics and Philosophy (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/ undergraduate/social-sciences-humanities/economics/economicsphilosophy-bs)
• Physics and Philosophy (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/ undergraduate/science/physics/physics-philosophy-bs)
• Political Science and Philosophy (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/ undergraduate/social-sciences-humanities/political-science/politicalscience-philosophy-bs)
• Politics, Philosophy, and Economics (http:// catalog.northeastern.edu/undergraduate/social-scienceshumanities/interdisciplinary/politics-philosophy-economics-bs)
Minor
• Philosophy (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/undergraduate/socialsciences-humanities/philosophy-religion/philosophy-minor)
• Religious Studies (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/undergraduate/ social-sciences-humanities/philosophy-religion/religious-studiesminor)
• Ethics (http://catalog.northeastern.edu/undergraduate/socialsciences-humanities/philosophy-religion/ethics-minor) At the same time, researchers have a responsibility to protect research subjects, to appropriately engage with members of the community, and to avoid behaving in ways that undermine scientific research in the long run.
Accelerated Programs
Explores the many ethical dimensions of research, and introduces students to the ethical foundations and controversies that are central to developing appropriate ethical frameworks for engaging in research.
PHIL 1220. The Meaning of Death. 4 Hours.
Offers an inquiry into different philosophical and religious perspectives on death and life after death, including an examination of some powerful contemporary accounts of personal confrontation with death along with investigations into attitudes toward death in other traditions (for example, Hinduism and Buddhism).
PHIL 1230. Sound, Music, and Religion. 4 Hours.
Explores the relationship between religion, sound, and musical expression using the lenses of gender studies, cultural studies, and performance theory. Emphasizes the interpretive and symbolic understandings of sonic expressions of religiosity, including chanting, mantra use, choir and congregational singing, and speaking in tongues. Seeks to familiarize students with some of the key sonic expressions within the Christian, Islamic, Hindu, and Buddhist traditions; to explore the methods of studying musical and sonic theology; and to analyze these traditions' own debates about the use of sound and music in religious practice.
PHIL 1231. Image and Icon in South Asia. 4 Hours.
Explores the relationship between South Asian religions and artistic expression. Examines the variety and identifying features of many Hindu, Jain, and Buddhist temples and images. Particular attention is paid to the interpretive and symbolic understandings of these expressions. Explores the idea of the embodiment of a deity within an image and challenges such an idea in the readings. This course's objectives are: to familiarize the students with the iconography of Hinduism, Jainism, and Buddhism in South Asia; to explore the methods of studying iconography and visual theology; and to analyze these traditions' own debates about the use of icons and images. 
PHIL 2001. Ethics and Evolutionary Games. 4 Hours.
Surveys the basic ideas and principles from evolutionary game theory and how they can be applied to philosophical questions about ethical and social norms. Investigates how cooperation evolves and is maintained; where our sense of fairness comes from and how it affects the way we interact with others; why individuals are altruistic; and whether there is a rational basis for our most basic social norms. Basic ethical norms can involve cooperation, altruism, mutual aid, fairness, coordination, and communication. Evolution and game theory, the formal study of social interaction, have recently been applied to these areas in order to better understand how these norms can arise naturally. Prior completion of PHIL 1115, PHIL 1215, or the NU Core requirement for mathematical/ analytical thinking level 1 recommended.
PHIL 2100. The Religious Worlds of Boston: Faith and Devotion in Urban Life. 4 Hours.
Examines the nature of religion and religious life in Boston, emphasizing the lived experience of the sacred in an urban setting. Offers students an opportunity to develop research methods based in ethnography, the analysis of texts, and the interpretation of material culture. Readings include works in the method and theory of religious studies, the practice of ethnography, and case studies of lived religion, especially those that focus on urban religion. Expects students to engage in fieldwork in Boston, examining the implicit religious dimensions of everyday life and particular religious communities. Assignments include field reports, analysis of the religious landscape of Boston, and a research paper on a designated religious community. Requires prior completion of one introductory-level course in the social sciences or humanities. 
PHIL 2314. Biblical Prophets and Their Interpreters. 4 Hours.
Analyzes several key prophets of the Hebrew Bible, such as Amos, Jeremiah, and Isaiah. Explores the cultural and historical contexts in which their prophecies originally arose. Examines the various ways in which prophecy has been interpreted within both Judaism and Christianity.
PHIL 2315. Adam and Eve and Their Interpreters. 4 Hours.
Focuses on the story of Eden, which has been interpreted and reinterpreted by Jewish, Christian, and Muslim thinkers throughout history. Primarily, Adam and Eve have served to legitimize and enforce gender and other social hierarchies, but occasionally, and particularly in light of modern feminism, are employed to justify egalitarianism. The course uses this story, and its long history of interpretation, as a case study for examining the social and political applications of religious principles derived from sacred texts in Western societies, as well as the influence of those societies on the diverse ways in which the text has historically been interpreted.
PHIL 2316. Interpreting the Bible. 4 Hours.
Offers students the opportunity to understand the Bible as it is continually interpreted by believing communities in their own social and religious contexts. By appreciating the process of scriptural interpretation and the various sources of authority for it, allows us to see contemporary theological conflicts in a broader perspective. Offers a historical survey of the major forms of Buddhism that developed in China, from the beginning of the Common Era to the "Golden Age" of Chinese Buddhism during the Tang and Song dynasties to its eventual decline. Beyond examining the particular texts, figures, and practices (particularly forms of meditation and prayer) from each historical period, the class addresses the following questions: How did the Chinese absorb and re-create Indian Buddhism to reflect the cultural foundations of Chinese traditional society? How were ideological lines drawn between Daoism, Confucianism, and Buddhism?.
PHIL 2395. Japanese Buddhism. 4 Hours. Surveys the major forms of Japanese Buddhism, from the earliest transmission of Buddhism to the maturation of Buddhist thought and practice during the Kamakura and Muromachi periods. Focuses not only on the major schools and figures of each period but also the ways in which Buddhism influenced and shaped Japanese culture. Examines, in particular, the formative influence of Buddhism on Japanese aesthetic sensibilities, samurai culture, and ritual. Focuses thematically on the religious practices that defined each school and how those practices were incorporated into a holistic religious vision.
PHIL 2398. Religion and Culture in Indian Cinema. 4 Hours.
Explores the intersecting discourses of gender, nationalism, and religion in India through the lens of Hindi cinema and the framework of the expanding scholarship on Indian cinema. Film is a particularly powerful medium for analyzing the representations of a culture. India boasts the largest film industry and film viewing audiences in the world. The course centers around Hindi popular cinema (Bollywood) but includes films from art cinema (New Cinema) and diaspora films for contrast with the mainstream cinema. Students are expected to watch films weekly and read corresponding work in cinema studies, gender studies, and religious studies. All films are subtitled in English.
PHIL 2990. Elective. 1-4 Hours. Offers elective credit for courses taken at other academic institutions. May be repeated without limit.
PHIL 3000. Interdisciplinary Approaches to Understanding and Solving Contemporary Issues. 4 Hours.
Trains students in interdisciplinary use of the tools of the three disciplines constituting the PPE major: Philosophy, Political Science and Economics. Through guest lectures, discipline specific research, course lecture and discussion, and a service learning opportunity that accompanies the duration of the course, students are exposed to the evaluative process through the lens of each of the disciplines that comprise the PPE major. Facilitates both an appreciation for each discipline and the value of their combination with respect to the evaluation and solution of a social issue. Designed to explore Jewish and Christian apocalypticism from the time it bursts onto the scene c. 165 BCE through its contemporary popular expressions. Begins with an in-depth look at the biblical materials contained in Daniel and Revelation, explores apocryphal and pseudepigraphal texts, and examines millenarian and messianic expectations in their historical perspectives. Requires prior completion of three philosophy courses or permission of instructor.
PHIL 4550. Philosophy of Economics. 4 Hours.
Explores the philosophy behind economics. Surveys central ideas in the foundations of economics and formal methods in economics, including utility theory, rational choice theory, game theory, and social choice. Explores applications of economic modeling to institutions, markets, and social interactions. Examines the philosophical significance of economic inquiry, including fact/value distinctions, the ideal of economic rationality, the nature of economic modeling, and the place of economics among the sciences. Requires prior completion of at least three philosophy and/or economics courses.
PHIL 4606. Seminar: Theories and Methods in Religious Studies. 4 Hours.
Focuses on the history of the study of religion as it developed during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Examines readings from a wide range of foundational thinkers and contemporary scholarship to illustrate the roots of religious studies and the state of the field today. Designed to simultaneously acknowledge the interdisciplinary nature of religious studies by asking students to read in several methodological schools while allowing each student to pursue a particular school in more depth. Includes theorists from anthropology, comparative method, cultural studies, hermeneutics, history of religions, mythology, phenomenology, philosophy of religion, ritual and performance studies, sociology, psychology, and visual theology. Offers an opportunity for students to see the ways religious studies methodologies speak to each other and how they might be used to examine particular religious phenomena. Requires prior completion of 16 SH of philosophy and religion.
PHIL 4903. Seminar in Religion. 4 Hours. Examines topics including theodicy, cosmogony, contemporary issues in religion, and comparative ethics. Topics vary, and students may register for the course more than once. Requires prior completion of three philosophy courses. May be repeated without limit.
PHIL 4904. Major Figures in Religious Studies. 4 Hours.
Focuses on the work of one figure important in the field of religion. Subjects include Augustine, Calvin, Luther, Weber, and Eliade. Topics vary, and students may register for the course more than once. Requires prior completion of three philosophy courses.
